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the Flame of Hope

Entering the Jubilee Year

Pope Francis opened the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica
on Christmas Eve, December 24, 2024, officially inaugurating
the Jubilee Year of Hope, which will conclude with the closing
of that same door on January 6, 2026. In his words to the
world, he challenged us to focus on our personal encounter
with Our Lord Jesus Christ, stating: “Christian life is a
journey calling for moments of greater intensity to encourage
and sustain hope as the constant companion that guides our
steps toward the goal of our encounter with the Lord Jesus.”

Pope Francis encouraged us further when he said: “We
must fan the flame of hope that has been given to us and help
everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking to
the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and farsighted
vision.” The Little Sisters here at Holy Family Residence are
finally returning to normal life after the pandemic, happy to
be able to live our Christian faith more freely. We strive to

recover a sense of fraternity by helping those most in need
through the sharing of what is given to us.

During our moments of prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, we ask God to renew us and inflame our desire
to be in His Presence, giving us the grace to recognize Him
in all those around us. Receiving strength and a spirit of
hope through Pope Francis’ words expressing his hope that
“everyone, especially the needy and suffering, would come to
know the closeness of Mary, the most affectionate of mothers,
who never abandons her children and who, for the holy
people of God, is a sign of certain hope and comfort.”

We pray that we as Little Sisters of the Poor will always
be a beacon of hope for those for whom we care, living our
role as ‘spiritual mothers’ to the aged poor of all races, creeds
and religions. As Saint Jeanne Jugan said “If God builds the

House, He will never abandon it.”
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Little Sisters of the Poor

Celebrating
Our Sisters’

Golden
Jubilees

Fifty years ago, on September 21,
1974, Sister Amy Kristine and Sister
Joseph Marie professed their vows
as Little Sisters of the Poor. That
momentous occasion occurred at
the community’s Novitiate House
in Queens, New York. After decades
of faithful service, these two Little
Sisters, surrounded by loving and
supportive family and friends,
generously renewed their vows of
chastity, poverty, obedience, and
hospitality on September 21, 2024,
exactly 50 years later, here at Holy
Family Residence. Archbishop
Hebda presided at the Eucharistic
celebration, accompanied by Bishop
Kevin Kenny, other priest friends,
and Deacon Joe Michalak.

Sister Amy Kristine has served
in several Little Sisters of the Poor

homes throughout the United States.

She grew up in Vallejo, California,

Did you know?

converting to Catholicism at the
age of 11. Sister Amy subsequently
felt the call to her vocation while
working with the Little Sisters in
Oakland, California. Sister Amy has
been imbued with the rare gift of

spiritual motherhood to all the souls
she has touched. She continues to
provide that same gentle motherly
comfort to all the Residents she
encounters.

Sister Joseph Marie was born and

raised in Denver, Colorado, where
she frequently volunteered at the
Home of the Little Sisters in Denver,
a mere 3 blocks from her house!
After completing her studies, she
held a secular job for a short time.
Eventually, she surrendered to Jesus’
call and has continued to say her
“yes” to him every step of the way.
Sister Joseph Marie served 3 years

in Columbia, 18 years in Spain, and
in 2015 had the privilege of literally
walking in the footsteps of our
foundress Saint Jeanne Jugan, when
she, along with three other Little
Sisters, established the foundation in
Lima, Peru.

Both jubilarians were filled with
joy as they relived 50 years of joys
and blessings. It is their wish that
other young women would be able to
experience this same joy following in
the footsteps of Saint Jeanne Jugan.

The mission of the Little Sisters of the Poor
in Minnesota began in 1883 when Bishops
Thomas Grace and John Ireland petitioned the
motherhouse in France to send six Little Sisters
to come to St. Paul to work to establish a Home
for the needy elderly.
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Holy Family Residence

Christmas
Breakfast
with Santa

How was it possible for our auxiliary
Bishop Kenney to so convincingly
disguise himself as Santa? All things
are possible when our begging sister,

St. Joseph Marie, and good St. Joseph
come up with a plan.

This year’s Christmas breakfast for
Residents was spearheaded by our own
Mother Christina. When speaking to
Bishop Kenney about the upcoming
breakfast, he mentioned that his
grandmother had once made a complete
Santa outfit for his dad. Bishop Kenney
said he still had the outfit and would
put it to good use when he himself
dressed up as Santa in those years
when his mother Dorothy was still
alive. Recognizing this providential
opportunity, we then asked Bishop if
he would like to be our Santa for this
special breakfast. In accord with his
unceasing desire to please the Residents
and Sisters, he happily agreed. Once the
date and time were finalized, the plan
was kept top secret.

Wish of a Lifetime

Every year we are blessed by the organization “Wish
of a Life Time,” which brings joy to elders throughout
the United States on Valentines Day by sending roses to
various nursing homes. This year’s ‘Cupid Crew’ consisted
of a group of students from the University of Minnesota!
The Crew, along with the Sisters, prepared three roses
wrapped in tissue paper and a ribbon for each Resident.
Once the roses were arranged, the Sisters and students
delivered the roses. This gave the students the opportunity
to interact with the Residents, which they enjoyed and
which at times brought tears to their eyes! Two of the
young women were inspired to come back the following

Sunday to visit with Residents.

On the eve of the breakfast, tables
and chairs were set up to accommodate
everyone: the Residents of the Home
as well as the Apartments, Little Sisters,
Jeanne Jugan Associates, Staff, and
Volunteers who helped to prepare the
meal. The menu offered a delectable
medley of sausage, bacon, hash brown
casserole, waflles, pancakes, and eggs.
Many staff members helped to serve,
assuring that each Resident received the
breakfast of their choice.

At about 8:15 a.m., just when the
Residents were eating their breakfast,
Santa Claus arrived, whimsically
marching through the Home to the
tune of “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town” while distributing gifts to all the
Residents. The gifts were provided by
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Saint Ambrose Catholic Community
of Woodbury and festively wrapped

by our wonderful volunteers. Other
diners present received a little Christmas
stocking filled with hot cocoa mix,
candy kisses, and a candy cane.

After making the rounds and
ensuring everyone had received their
gift, our dear Santa revealed his true
identity - that he was in fact Bishop
Kenny (Bishop Saturday)! He bestowed
his blessing upon us all and wished
everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed and Happy New Year. Bishop
then sat down to join the Sisters,
Residents, and Staff for a delicious meal.
We are exceedingly grateful to Bishop
Kenney for all he does for the Little
Sisters and our Holy Family Residence.

www.littlesistersofthepoorstpaul.org



Serving the elderly poor in St. Paul since 1883.

MOTHER’S

Dear Friends, Lzl

We have been enjoying gk Q :
an early spring and now
spring is officially here!
The Residents are looking
forward to warmer days so
they can venture outside
and enjoy the beautiful
gardens here at our Home. We humbly
thank you for enabling us to enhance
the physical, emotional and spiritual
lives of our dear Residents. In addition,
the lobby of our Home has a new look
for spring. The aging tile was buckling
and so our floor had to be replaced. We
decided to add sections of carpeting to
enhance the feeling of home.

The month of March was dedicated
to St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus
and the Patron of our Congregation.
Like our Mother Foundress, Saint
Jeanne Jugan, we Little Sisters consider
St. Joseph to be our great provider.
Pope Francis called St. Joseph a
“creatively courageous father.” In
the face of difficulty, he wrote, “we
can either give up and walk away, or
somehow engage with it. At times,
difficulties bring out resources we did
not even know we had.” The Pope
suggests that Joseph turned challenges
and problems into possibilities by
always trusting in Divine Providence.
We look to St. Joseph in these trying
times as he tells us: “Do not be afraid.
Set aside your fears, your frustrations
and disappointments and embrace the
way things are — both the positives
and the negatives — not with mere
resignation, but with hope and
courage.”

On March 19, Archbishop Hebda
celebrated Mass for us, along with
Bishop Kevin Kenney and several
priests. This special liturgy was offered
for the intentions of our friends and
benefactors. Following the Eucharistic
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celebration, the Archbishop
blessed the St Joseph’s Altar,
which was prepared with a

= variety of fresh homemade
| desserts. The priests, along

" . with the Archbishop, donned
white aprons while serving
beverages to the Residents
before socializing with all during a
delicious meal.

These days of Lent invite us to
meditate more intensely on the Passion,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus, our
Lord. In the midst of joys there is
always sorrow. You may be aware that
the Little Sisters will be withdrawing
from our St. Paul Home — after
providing care for the needy elderly for
more than 141 years! The Little Sisters’
intention is to transition our Holy
Family Residence to another long-
term care provider in the Twin Cities
with the least amount of disruption to
Residents and employees. However, we
Little Sisters are still here and won’t be
leaving until the Home is sold and the
transition is complete; therefore, we
continue to count on your generous
and loving support to raise funds for
the care of our dear Residents.

Christ earnestly desires to bring to
everyone the hope and joy that comes
with the new life He offers. All of us at
the Little Sisters of the Poor desire this
for you as well and seek to bring it in
a special way to each elderly person we
serve. You are a part of our family and
we sincerely thank you for continually
assisting our efforts to care for and love
the elderly as they so deserve. May the
Risen Christ fill you and your families
with an abundance of grace and Easter
blessings. You are remembered in our
daily prayers and Masses.

May God bless you,
Mother Christina

Tasty Blast from the Past
Spaghetti Feed

Saturday, June 21
1Ta.m. — 7p.m.

330 Exchange Street §
§t. Paul, MN 55102

Dinner includes: Spaghetti & meatballs,
coleslaw, bread, drink & dessert

Price $15 Adults
$8 for Children 10 and under

Entertainment throughout the day
and a bake sale!

Questions? Call Jeanie Greene

at 651-227-0336.

WAYS TO GIVE

General Gift: Either one time or sign up online
for a recurring gift of any amount at the frequency
you choose.

Tribute Gift: In honor of someone for a Birthday,
Anniversary or other special occasion.

Memorial Gift: In memory of a loved one or
friend.

Matching Gift: Your donation can go even
further through your employer.

Planned Giving: Bequests have been one of the
most meaningful sources of funds for the mission of
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Through the generosity
of so many, the Little Sisters have been blessed to
continue their work for the elderly. As you plan for
the future, please consider making a legacy gift to
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Estate gifts can be made
through a variety of ways: A Living Trust, Charitable
Remainder Trust, Life Insurance Beneficiary,
Retirement Plan Beneficiary or a provision in your
Will. Contact our Development Department for
details

Thank you for your generosity!



